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When our application to stage Disney’s enchanting production of ‘The Little Mermaid’
at Parramatta’s Riverside Theatre was met with success, | knew there was only one
duo of artistic genius who could bring this magical tale to life: James and Callum
Tolhurst-Close. With their unrivalled expertise, they assembled a remarkable team
hailing from Newcastle, including the talented Harry Lyddiard (Assistant Director), and
the choreography visionaries of Kristy Hooper (Choreographer) and Elise Slmpson
(Assistant Choreographer). Together, they formed a collective force that has madi
waves in the world of theatre. COVID-19 prevented James and Callum staglng“l Inky
Boots for SYMT, so | am thrilled to work with them again. . (: J;, j

v
This extraordinary production of ‘The Little Mermaid’ has been the plnnaclé of my role
as President of SYMT thus far, and | owe it all to the incredible team who have made it
possible. | would like to express my deepest gratitude to every member of the SYMT
Committee — Bruce, Paul, Craig, Adam, Belinda, James, Matt, and Dylan - for their
unwavering dedication and tireless efforts. | also want to extend a heartfelt thank you
to our outgoing committee member, Claire, for her exceptional service to our youth.
While bidding farewell to, Claire, we warmly welcome Michelle and look forward to the
creative contributions-she will bring.

F

Working with this cast has been an absolute delight - they radiate joy, ener
a boundless enthusiasm that'has made every moment truly unforgettable. Sg

thanks are in order for the masterful work of our lighting and sound teams; t &‘
gp

creative brilliance of Belinda, James, and Michelle (and other supportive par
and expertly styling the wigs; Wendy’s attention to detail with props; and the™

(@)

crafting exquisite costumes; Kirsten, our out of this world makeup; Kaz for su

exceptional set designs brought to life by Paul, Bruce, and James. We are also de ly AY AW

grateful to Kent Powell for generously supplying the magnificent sets, Adam\for
sensational marketing skills, Bob Williams for his remarkable set painting, backstage
crew and Cralg an Adam for their technical expertise. A huge thank you for the
invaluable contriBlitions of Grant and Adam capturing the essence of our productlon
through their skill¢ dphotography and editing.

| extend my heartfelt appreCJann to the SYMT families whb have tirelessly supported
us in bringing this productlon to the Riverside Theatre. Without your unwavering
dedication and assistance, none of this would have been possible:We are eternally
grateful for the opportumty*glven to us by Riverside Theatre to showcase the
boundless talent of SYMT. ‘,

While SYMT typically stages two musicals per year, catering to our Senior (14

to 25 years) and Junior (10 to 18 years) members, we remain adaptable to the

cast requirements of each production. Looking ahead to the 2024 season, we

are thrilled to announce that it promises to be an exhilarating journey filled with
excitement, magic, and extraordinary performances. Stay tuned for the 2024 season
announcement!

Chrissy Stimson
President
Sydney Youth Musical Theatre (SYMT)

Sydney Youth Musical Theatre’s Production of ‘The Little Mermaid’ has been an
exciting and colourful production to direct. There was a powerhouse of talent

that arrived in the audition room, and it has been a privilege to work with some of
Sydney’s finest young professionals and youth. It is a testament to SYMT to see the
skill and dedication that members - old and new - bring to the rehearsal room.

Every production that | direct is an extraordinary journey of growth, and SYMT's ‘The
Little Mermaid’ is no exception. Our cast, you have worked hard to perfect complex
choreography, challenging harmony and develop vibrant, intriguing characters, all
whilst staying upright and gliding across the stage on wheelie shoes. My favourite
part of being a teacher is witnessing the passion of these young performers firsthand.

_v separa = \'
r cast with &
ap Y that pe

e come full circle from The Little Mermaid JR. 10 years
essed you grow into a brilliant and clever creative,
onvey a story on stage and do it in meticulous detail.
hout you. Callum, thank you for your care and

to life, not only with hours sitting at the piano, but

of you enough for the love you have given to this
s (or shells) definitely aligned for this one.

Thank elll to‘t,_ : ~comt or choosing and trusting us to bring this story to life for
SYMT's premiete a d Theatres! Chrissy, your trust (particularly in me) has been
immeasurable and humbling. | have been lucky. to have a friend liké yod“E’atch me
every step of the way, and\your excel spreadsheets areﬁs#ec’:ond to none.
w7
| would like to dedicate this. éon &'a)afhyone who feels different to the world
around them may you find y@ur % ,g@ﬂﬁ‘d?your dreams come true.
I =4
As our audleﬂce | hope that you-are transﬁéted to the colourful world under the sea,
and join our cast in I|V|ng out M&‘al story!
— "\! =
James Tolhurst-Close
Director
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Felicity Beale
Felicity is a recent graduate of the
National Institute of Dramatic Art
(Musical Theatre, 2022). Earlier this
year she performed in ‘Les Miserables’
(Packemin Productions) as a member | .
of the ensemble and understudy
Cosette. Some of her other credits

include Sophie in ‘Mamma Mia!"
(GMS, 2020) Molly Jensen |nf

Christo, 2018). Felicity i is dellghted
Jo be making her debut with SYMT
"“as Ariel in this beautiful and nostalglc
musical.
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Mercurius Yousif

Mercurius has always had a love of
theatre. Throughout his schooling he
was heavily involved in choir and the
drama department and fell in love
with its power as a creative outlet.

His studies in architecture further
heightened his love for Disney’s many
enchanting worlds and experiences.
He is so excited to finally be living

his dream on stage and thrilled to

be a member of the Sydney Youth
Musical Theatre family. Mercurius is
so excited to head ‘under the sea’
playing Sebastian in SYMT's The Little
Mermaid.

Isaac Donlevy

Isaac has danced for over 10 y/
and has performance experien
in tap, ballet, jazz, and hip h
However, it's only in recent y
has discovered his passion f
and musical theatre. His re
highlights are 7’n$@"
‘The Addams Fag '-”

and ‘Into The

featured dangt
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>axon McDonell

xon is passionate about Music Theatre

eg an his music journey at the age

OJB ed hlsxzschool choir.
rtunate to partake in

1 with v; rlous companies,

s first role'as Alex the

ar JR." (KGS, 2019),

he roIe of Puck in 'A

W<APA 2021).
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~ Claire Hutchison a0 |

|\ Claire has been performing in musicals since\t
of 9, having embodied a diverse range of roles
include Congregant in ‘The Hunchback of No
(BTC, 2023), Mayzie La Bird in ‘Seussical’ (SM
énd Heather Chandler in 'HeatherS' The Musi

: | f’erformance, majoring in Musical
; o Theatre. She is overjoyed to be
?_ making her SYMT debut as Ursula in
// ot ,l;,,’ ) The Little Mermaid.
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Lachie Donlevy . _
Lachie is a passionate singer and performer. | g to be diversifying

He has sung for more than 15 years g ) fi._my‘eel henchman,
throughout professional choirs and solo T N oI ._ [ | etformed as Louisa
performance experiences. He is a multi- /'_ 79 .,_/_f_ L ) C,.20.
instrumentalist, playing piano, guitar, e /
trumpet, and ukuleles. He is a fourth y ,N
Occupational Therapy student who hai / fy
an interest in incorporating music into /
therapeutic practice in paediatric set '_ %
Recent highlights include the role oﬁ T &\
Mayor of Ashton and a Circu erfdrmer
‘Big Fish’ (SYMT, 2023) and a '
‘The Hunchback of Notre Dame’ (B
Lachie is so thrilled to be taking on the

N

inze &y oods
She'scurrently in her first

"1/ gh/er pasﬁ%ns
ga Bachelor of Music

n joring in Music Theatre
“onservatorium of Mu5|c, She
to thanﬁ her wonderful frlends
\d mentors for all their love,

ess, guidance, and support.
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Jimmy Chapman
Jimmy is thrilled to be part of The Little
Mermaid, this now being his second time

Max Kendrick

Max has loved music from a young
age, starting lessons at the Mitchell
Conservatorium in Bathurst when
he was just two years old. Max is
no stranger to the stage, having
performed in ‘High School Musical’,
‘Wicked’, and 'The Addams Family’
in his hometown. He has also
received vocal training from Michelle
Griffin and Dr. David Hood as a
scholarship student at the Mitchell
Conservatorium. Since moving to
Sydney, he has quickly become
involved in the local theatre scene,
performing as a featured soloist in
‘Backwards Broadway’, Pepper in

. 'Mamma Mia’ (Willoughby Theatre
Company), Jack in ‘Into the Woods’,

“ £ _and most recently as Will Bloom in

‘ / ‘Big Fish’ with Sydney Youth Musical

ioaly

Theatre

playing a role with SYMT, the prior being
the Narrator in ‘Into the Woods' (SYMT,
2023). More recently he has performed as-
Friedrich in ‘The Sound of Music’ (WTC,
2023), and Robertson Ay in ‘Mary Poppir
(Pacific Hills Christian School, 2019). In .
spare time, Jimmy enjoys bouldering and ==
writing songs on the piano. In the next :

performing arts universities.




Chelsea McGregor
Chelsea is thrilled to be playlng Adella m SYMTS product|on
of ‘The Little Mermaid’. This is Chelsea’s seventh production
with SYMT, having performed the role of The G'
Woods' (2022) and Ida in ’Hor)klf' Qq : \
including ‘Tarzan’ (2018), ’Roqk of A 7
(2017) and ‘Beauty and the Beastt
was seen in Wl”OUa Qby Thqatr:g
Mia!" (2022). lﬁe\a addrt@ 3§
in 'Urmetowne 2%,@6) and Nan. m_ S
| d currently in her.
and Secondary Edukation at UNSW.
(f\%ﬁ\ \9\"*. R

Milli nggln\\ NS
Milli'is an/aspirings
from Perth, she has o

of Performing Arts and‘%c‘% < e ok
in Music Theatre in Sydney. Her mosttecent cred
in ‘Bare: Sydney Fringe Festival 20232 202 Ca
"Twisted: The Untold Story of the Royal V|5|er (V)
Madi Sin in ‘Murder on the Midland Line: Perth F
2022’ (Crash Theatre Co. 2022).

Bernadette Laird s
Bernadette is a classically trained vocalist. S e has‘c
several AMEB exams in both Musical T ’S‘ml'ng for Le
categories, all with High Distinction an qu Bernadette’s
previous credits include Anna in Frozerrd?‘ (City Kids, 2023) anc
Violet Beauregarde in ‘Charlie & the Chocolate Factory’ (DMS,
2022). In her spare time, Bernadette plays the guitar and piano.
She is so excited for the audience to go ‘under the sea’ with
SYMT's The Little Mermaid! Bernadette hopes you enjoy the
performance!

Maddie Hunt

Maddie is a second year Musical Theatre student at the Sydney
Conservatorium pf Music. This is her first production with SYMT, )
and is delighted to be a part of the "Mersisters’ ensemble as Atina.
She has featured in other roles as; Sandy in ‘Grease’ (Redlands, .
2020-21) Ruth in G&S 'Pirates of Penzance’ (Conservatorium of .
Music, 2023) and recently performed as a soloist in the Sydney
Fringe Festival. Maddie has trained with and been a part of tk
productions with Opera Australia (2019-20 season), ATYP, (2(
NIDA (2019-20), The House That Dan Built Productions (2019),
Brent Street (2015-21) and The Actors Division (2019-21.) She h

loved her SYMT journey so far and hopes you enjoy the show! =
a4, O

- | Jessica Bate

Jessica has loved musical theatre from a young age and is currently

Bludying a Bachelor of Music — Music Theatre at the Sydney

ervatorium of Music. She has always had a passion for music,

ling piano through to seventh grade with AMEB and then

° |OVQ'3COI’ singing during Year 12. Her performance

nvolvement with Sydney Youth Musical

the stage in ‘Into the Woods' (2022) and later

g a Litt m b in ‘Big Fish' (SYMT, 2023). Most recently,
w,as;l’nv ed in the NSW Premiere production of ‘The

baﬁk/of-N/ re Dame’ and is beyond thrilled to perform her

" ;‘lper Escott

iper has been a huge lover of all things musical from a young

- age. Growing up dancing, singing, acting, and attempting the

occasional instrument, performing definitely runs through her
veins. At the age of 22, Piper has been involved in 15 musicals
with 11 of those being SYMT shows. Since finishing school in
2018, Piper has enjoyed doing multiple shows a year when she
can and was extremely excited when she got cast as the Cell
Block Murderess Mona Lipschitz in Ch|cago with Blue Mountains
Musical Society. ALV

s ,

Timothy Walsh .

Tim has loved music and singing from a young age. His mother
was a music teacher, so music \ﬁas always playing in the house.
Now, Tim is studygf\g a'%chelor of Music (Classical Voice) at
Excelsia Colleg,ef;j;ﬁ@é&qh the ensemble for ‘Mary Poppins’
(PHCS 2019), anc

Music’ (P H(t&\‘?,’"
and heis e “ted to debut in such a beloved Disney classic.

roductlon team for The Sound of

rtrof th’e




)

; ED?@N HE‘A'P

\:

N

m 1L

T%N K@ | S oo T LRoe

- \

[ [ 3
RB;J @R@THERS

STE fH@AT’Es =




Provuciion (eam

Director — s (ounzsy-Closs

James is a versatlle performer and teacher, who has experience across many aspe t:
theatre production. He is passionate about training young people in the arts, and w
Associate Director and Tutor at Hunter Drama for five years. He has worked exte'n”“ e, but alsoto dance education. She works at Narrabeen Dance Academy
The City of Newcastle Drama Association (CONDA) and Junior Theatre Festival - Energy Dance Education in various schools, including Barker College.
and holds a Bachelor of Design from the Whitehouse Institute. As a direc el ank SYMT, James Callum, Elise, Harry and Chrissy Stimson for giving
and performer, James has worked with Packemin Productions, Theg/ery ik‘;-:-,_- O create such a magical piece of theatre. Kristy has worked with the
Company, Hunter Drama, The National Theatre Company, Metropolitan Plaly) on team members throughout her performing years and cannot

& Company and now, Sydney Youth Musical Theatre. His directing of ahce, to cﬂrmwnh thém again as choreographer!

(Hunter Drama, and stagings of ‘Spamalot’ and ‘The Addams Fami ’

successful Mystery Musicals. He has also directed Broadway JR,
Woods', ‘Peter Pan’, ‘Aladdin’, and ‘Seussical’. James' recepnt
Angel in Kinky Boots, Spamalot (2021), Funny Girl (2018 ("
(2016), Neleus in Mary Poppins (2015), Jesus Chri o]
(2014), The Phantom of the Opera (2013), and Gr

Musical Director - @XHL@WB LHU\RS

T\-..
Callum studied a Bachelor of Music ( Honouxrs in Q:'!‘
diplomas in classical piano. He's in-demand as a cor
soloist, with musical direction highlights including e | \
2019) and ‘The Sound of Music” (Willoughby Theatre'Cc Ny,

by training, Callum has performed in concert halls and ve nues acrss '
internationally, including broadcasts on ABC Classic FM, com 7‘t 1
and advertising, and world premieres of new music. stag .
Administrator and Fundraiser, who has spent a decade ra >yt ort [or ram
at Musica Viva, the Sydney Symphony Orchestra, the Australl l '= _ "
National Portrait Gallery. = . -

_ Choreographer -
sty has been a choreographer and dance teacher for over three years, and is absolutely
lled to be making her debut with SYMT. Having graduated with a Diploma of Musical
atre and Cert IV in Dance Teaching and Management, musical theatre choreography is
on. The first chance she had to put her creativity to stage after the pandemic was
illie” (MMS, 2022), then on to ‘Backwards Broadway’ (WTC, 2022), ‘In
most r%ently, ‘Be More Chill" (NSTC, 2023). Kristy not only awards

If

HARR L DDOAR/D

* lvement in.Sydney theatre since moving from

he previously Assistant Directed ‘Do Your Parents
atre 2021). No stranger to the stage, Harry most
(,{:hookas Entertainment, 2020) and ‘Mamma Mia!’
2019 This is his second time under the sea, previously
R." (Hunter Drama, 2014), where he met James. Harry is

nt and can’t wait to share Disney magic with audiences young

\\* er @L%E

1 ||se‘fhas been training in performlng arts for 17 years. Over the

s been teaching dance, acrobatics, and musical theatre throughout the
% -._;‘;s_i'_'}{ creatlonally and choreographs competition pieces for'troupes

dges. Sh 4; w ed in many areas of the performing arts industry, yet

35| ‘ hur.\]the r of dance and choreography In her most recent shows,

3 ed Ng in “Mary pins’ (SPCC, 2017), was in the Ensemble of ’ J eprowsy\

Chaperone (ﬁ}ghvStreet Produ ’f’ons 2018), and was an Assistant Stage Manager for The” N
Little Me\rmald\JR (SPCC, 201,8) Since graduating High School in 2018, Elise has been N\

coaching and put’clhg her focus into her competitive dance teams and personal studies.

ithin this, she has also had the opportunity to choreograph for many of her unlvers;tys

ative projects, films, and performances This show has been creatively challengr/ng and

dibly rewarding, and she is overJoyed to be working alongside such a wondefful team

a3 B\




Stay tuned for the 2024 season anno
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Please visit our webS|te,
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COMMITTEE AN
FOUNDER Jan Thoriad (Kaight) & .
PRESIDENT Chnséy svmsaik R
VICE PRESIDENT/CONSTRUCTION Paul Harmonx_
TREASURER/FACILITIES Bruce Bartle

SECRETARY/COMMUNICATIONS
MARKETING/SOCIAL MEDIA
TECHNICAL ADVISOR

IT MANAGER

WARDROBE MANAGER
GENERAL MEMBER

BUSINESS ADVISOR

Michelle Jacobs
Adam Haynes
Matt Herne
Craig Pinkerton
Belinda Escott
Dylan Rosenthal

James Donlevy

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS

Teresa Ashton, David Ashton, Andrew Bartle, Bruce Bartle

Phillip Bryson, Stuart Bryson, Natalie Collins

Madeleine Cottrell-Lee, Jan Cunich, Tim Croft, Tim Ellis, Jeff Fisher
Justin Fitzgerald, Fiona Fitzgerald, Julie Fitzpatrick, Linda Hale
Rob Hale, Adam Haynes, Luke Joslyn, Lyn Joslyn

Cassandra Flanagan, Gail Jones, Graham Jones, Karen Jones
Jan Knight, Kirsten Knight, Malcolm Knight, Cameron Knight

Sue Koenig, Simon Koenig, Virginia Lee, Patrick Lee

Margaret Lemon, Belinda Lemon, Grant Leslie, Liane Judge
Amelia McCann, Tricia Miskovic, Linda Newstead, Max Newstead
Maro Remaili, Bruce Stewart, Margaret Stewart, Alex Stewart
Chrissy Stimson, Kevin Tasik, Robert Tasik, Glen Turner

Vanessa Thorp.

PREVIOUS PRODUCTIONS

1979
1980
1981

1982
1983
1984
1985
1986

Down at the Old Bull and Bush

The Reluctant Dragon, Hansel and Gretel

Rinse the Blood from my Toga

The Wizard of Oz

The Happy Prince

Selections from The Pirates of Penzance

The Mikado

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat
The Sorcerer

1987  Annie, David and Goliath, Time Trap

1988 Play It Again Sam, The Sentimental Bloke

Don and the Rainmakers, HYMTV

1989 Oliver!, Offbeat

2002
2003
2004

2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

201

2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2022
2023

Hornsby Youth Musical Theatre existed between 1979 &
Sydney Youth Musical Theatre (Hornsby) Inc began in 1993.

Crazy For You,
The Breakfast Club

10 Things | Hate About WIT, ‘_ S A{: P Michelle JacobS-
The Pajama Game, Les Llal 5 Dang e O Karen Mathie -
Good Morning Wit, City of /Angels ; o N Vi James Tolhurst-Close (
How The West Was Warped™ : > > 7 \MAKE {JP DESIGN Kirsten B/urnharrr
WIT On Show, Guys and Dolls~B - _

How TolSlcooaal ess With e WIG DESIGN Karen Lamon‘c-Barmelttw ¥
42nd Street, Josephii%ﬂs Ara: ' : A\Jr' A~ (KazAud Creatlvei‘ﬁ
Dreamcoat ' -~ 7 SET CONSTRUCTION / Bruce

West Side Story,:Sé " DECORATION

Grease, Beauty ap}e‘}

Fame, High School Music__a/l/ '

Wi wz:;?ie;;;:rvﬂjnmwn or- CHIEF MORALE OFFICER dy Tol‘burst-(’flese
Back to the 80’s, v . LIGHTING DESIGN Tom French
How To Succeed In Business Without Really Trying ‘; SOUND DESIGN ighiifng and

Thoroughly Modern Millie, My Son Pinocchio
City of Angels, 13 The Musical

West Side Story, All Shook Up
Hairspray, Cinderella

42nd Street, Peter Pan

Legally Blonde, Beauty and the Beast
Spamalot, Wizard of Oz

Rock of Ages, Tarzan

The Producers, Honk!

The Addams Family, Into The Woods
Big Fish

-

James Tolhurst-Close

I}Se Simpson
; nssy Stimson
Peul Harmon

e Harry Lydd|ard
€ 'é Jennifer Ellicott
ANAGEMENT Belinda Escott

el James Tolhurst-Close

India Escott
Tracey Gibson

AUDIO ENGINEER : ’Gﬁrls Neal
MIC TECH r ,/ ﬂCTalg Pinkerton
STAGE MANAGER ’/’ ‘f\'l"ess Bourguignon
ASSISFgéjI' STAGE MANAGER o Bianca Astill

;;(Abigail Catherine

'

GE/CREW. .~

Julius Pearce

G " Mikaela Fajloun

FLY MECHANIC ~_Andy Davis .
I ' Paul Harmon
. _ ~__Martin Shaw
~~ DRESSER e H@rﬂy Harmon
~ PROPERTIES MANAGER- a’f '.&‘f« Weﬁf:g/ Walker
PHOTOGRAPHY | g / ¢ D GW{’\Leshe
““’ ~ Grant Leslle

N M Adam Haynes
Chris Pitcairn

Rob Escott

Gabe Donlevy
Lachie Donlevy

CONDUCTOR Callum Tolhurst-Close
BASS Charles Wilkinson
CELLO Rebecca Winton
DRUMS Peter McArdle
HORN James Walder
KEY 1 Jayne Hamilton
KEY 2 Alina Wakeling
KEY 3 Tim Verdon
PERCUSSION Peter Hayward
REED 1 Jessica Louat
REED 2 Sophie McCormack
REED 3 Sarah Taylor
TRUMPET Hayden Dalton
VIOLIN 1 Felicity Yau
VIOLIN 2 Hayden White
Special Thanks:

* West Pennant Hills Valley Scout Hall, Hayley

. /Stoddart and Hunter Drama, Metropolitan Players
Newcastle, Anna Kerrigan and Aspire Catholic
Schools Program, Barker College.

ey T

Kent Powel

|II

Powelly”

) 'Natlonal Sales and Marketing Manager

Meyer Timber Pty Ltd
‘WWW.meyertimber.com.au
2101-2113 Castlereagh Road, Penrith NSW 2750

aussiegardener.com.au
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